
God is about to do a new thing here at Christ The King 

[Isa 43:19]!  

And this new thing can be describes like this: We are going 
to help the kingdom come about. To set our hearts on the 

kingdom therefore means to make the life of the Spirit 
within and among us the center of all we think, do and say. How are 

we going to accomplish this?        
 In faith, we are moving ahead with our preparations for a capital 
campaign—our theme—Catch The Vision…Share The Mission. We 

have contracted with Rev. Dr. Eugene Grimm Stewardship Specialist, to 
lead us through this faith-raising adventure. We have not had a     

fundraising campaign since 1984 and we are long over due.   
 Most importantly, the results of this fundraising campaign will be 
used to lay the groundwork for our ten-year vision: a new and vibrant 

alternative service, expanding our ministry menu of teaching/mission 
opportunities to reach younger families with the gospel and reduce our 

debt which will allow monies to flow towards making the  

Family Life Center a reality. This is exciting stuff!  

From the perspective of the gospel, fundraising is not a response 

to a crisis. Fundraising is first and foremost a form of ministry. It is a 
“faith response.” It is a way of announcing our vision and inviting    

others to share in the mission of Serving Jesus and Transforming Lives 
Through Faith. Vision and mission are so central to the life of God’s 
people that without a vision we perish and without a mission we lose 

our way [Prov. 29:18; 2 Kings 21:1-9]. Vision brings together the 

needs and resources to implement the vision [Acts 9:1-19].  

 Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe. Fundraising is     
precisely the opposite of begging. When we seek to raise funds, we are 

not saying, “Please, could you help us out because lately its been     
difficult.” Rather we are declaring, “We have a vision that is amazing 
and exciting. We are inviting you to invest yourself through the        

resources that God has given you—your energy, your prayers, your 

spiritual gifts and your money.” 

 We have our Leadership Team in place for our capital 
campaign: Lynn Spatz-General Chair, Phil Nielsen-Communications 
Chair, Hospitality Chair-Ruth Olson, Spiritual Emphasis Chair-Mike, 

Johnson, Children & Youth Chair-Wendy York/Katie Mackoway,        
Follow-up Chair, Tim Lewis-Advanced Follow-up Chair. Our CTK council 

will also be participating. And they will work under guidance of our  
consultant, Rev. Dr. Grimm.        
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 I highly endorse Dr. Grimm’s program Celebrate Generosity because its deeply spiritual 

nature focuses on prayer [we will offer a prayer vigil] and biblical teaching. I encourage all of 

us to support and keep those on our leadership team in prayer. Here is the lineup:  

 

Catch The Vision…Share The Mission - Kick-Off Weekend February 18-19, 2012. 

 

Our Commitment Weekend  

March 31-April 1, 2012 

  

 As a congregation we are being blessed beyond what we can imagine.      

Serving with you in the name of Jesus Christ, 

 

 

 

Pastor Dona  

Continued from cover 

 If you missed the Vision planning at the                             
 Congregation Meeting then watch for a forum 
 early 2012. 

 Worship & Music and Property Ministries         
 continue developing audio-video requirements for 
 the sanctuary. 

 Christian Education is preparing to implement the 
 Faith Webbing/Bubble Chart with our youth. 

 

 

Make the Vision become reality--Join the movement!   

Share your Spiritual Gifts. 

 

CTK TEN YEAR VISION 

What’s happening? 
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Blessings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
During the January council meeting the following people were elected to         

positions of leadership: 
 
Lynn Spatz   President 

Phil Nielsen  Vice President 
Kay Deubner  Secretary 

John Venis  Financial Secretary 
 
 We welcomed our two newly elected council members, Wendy York and Katie Mackoway 

and welcomed Scott Weatherspoon, who has agreed to stay on council for another term. As 
John Venis and Bill Hinkley go off council, I thank them for their contributions to God’s work 

here at CTK during the last three years. I also thank John for serving as council secretary this 
past year. 
 It is a privilege to be called by God into leadership in His church. He has set us on an  

exciting path through our vision to reach out to those who do not know his saving gospel. This 
will be a big endeavor and I ask that you pray each day for God’s guidance for me, the council 

members and yourselves as we work together to implement the vision. Phil laid out the      
challenge in his last newsletter article: “I think the next couple of years will be especially    

challenging. We’ll be doing things to advance our strategic plan, changes will be made, money 
will be spent, and we won’t yet fully see the results of our efforts. Our membership and      
ministries will surely grow, but significant increases will lag our investment in time and         

resources to implement our strategic plan. It will take awhile for word to get out and for CTK 
and our ministries to become known in the community.” 

 We will be adding an alternative worship service. There will be life application classes 
taught with the intent to reach out into the surrounding community. New emphasis will be 
placed on our children and youth. New ministries will be launched, some ministries may not be 

in alignment with our vision and will be discontinued and some of our ministries will grow.  
One of the new ministries is the “Parish Nurse Program.” Anne Susco has, on her own, taken 

the required courses and received her certification. She is gathering a group to work with her in 
this ministry to serve those who might need their help. Congratulations on listening to God’s 
call, responding to that call and letting nothing dissuade you from starting this ministry at 

Christ the King. 
 To help Christ the King have the resources we need to implement our ten year vision, the  

council has voted to launch a three year capital campaign under the leadership of Rev. Dr. 
Eugene Grimm, who spent many years in the ELCA working in the area of Stewardship. I pray 
that God will touch the hearts of each and every one of us to support our ten year vision and 

strategic plan through the Capital Campaign. 
 I thank God that he calls us, equips us and gives us help along the way as we move   

forward to work in his mission field. I look forward to a challenging, but good year working with 
each of you.  
 

Yours in Christ,  
Lynn Spatz, Congregational President 

 

CTK President’s Corner  
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 Council Meeting Highlights 

COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS 

January 16, 2012 

 

Election of Officers.  President: Lynn Spatz; Vice President: Phil Nielsen; Secretary: Kay    

Deubner; Financial Secretary: John Venis; and Dale Zehring continues as Treasurer. 

 

Annual Congregational Meeting on February 5, 2012, following the 10:45 Worship Service. 

 

The Capital Campaign planning is underway.  Please be prepared to say yes when asked to 

participate on this very special leadership team. 

 

Christ The King is hosting the Dayton Conference Feb 2, Worship/Learning/ Fellowship  

Gathering.  This is the first of four quarterly worship gatherings in the new restructuring. 

 

Synod-wide Task Force on Mental Illness—First informational meeting was held Jan 16, at 
Christ The King.  We have four members on the task force: Greg Darling, Mary Jane Nielsen, 

Lynn Spatz and Pastor Dona. 

 

Two delegates (one each female and male) are needed to attend the Synod Assembly to be 
held the morning of June 9, 2012 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Blue Ash, OH.  This year will 

be different in that SynodFest 2012 to be held June 6-8 leading up to the assembly.  See 
details on the Synod Web site www.southernohiosynod.org . See Pastor Dona, Phil Nielsen 

or Lynn Spatz if you would like to participate. 

 

Thank you to outgoing Council Members: Bill Hinkley for his service the last three years; and 

John Venis for the last six years. Doral Drew for constructing our new coffee bar and Ed 
Dunn for selecting the equipment and installing our new monitor in the narthex.  To Ruth 
Olson for her true gift of hospitality providing the new members luncheon and hosting Mary 

Cope’s birthday lunch.  To Diane Chance for assisting at Christmas Eve and Day and Rob 
Tomlinson for assisting on Christmas Eve. To Kay Deubner for her gallantry in tidying up the 

Confirmand’s classroom. 

http://www.southernohiosynod.org
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CTK PRESCHOOL NEWS 

W ith a warmer than normal January the preschool children didn’t really 

feel like it was winter, but they are still filled with the excitement of 
Valentine’s Day!!  During January, the children learned about ice and snow, fairy 
tales, nursery rhymes and continued to be introduced to the alphabet, numbers, shapes and 

colors.  We also worked on our fine motor skills with cutting and writing our names. The      
children had fun pretending to cook and selling hot cocoa and cookies to each other during 

imaginative play time.    

As Valentine’s Day nears the students are very excited about the Valentine’s Day cards they are 
making for the Veteran’s of America Hospital patients. The children are also look forward to   

exchanging valentine cards with each other and having a very special treat supplied by the  
parents on the day of their party.  Valentine’s Day is a wonderful time to tell our friends and 

loved ones how special they are in our lives. 

The preschool themes for this month are groundhog’s day, polar bears, Valentine’s Day,    
Community Helpers and Dental Hygiene.  Scott Henry, a fireman with the Centerville        

Washington Township Fire Department will be visiting all preschool classes the end of the 

month.  He will talk about fire safety and what children should do in case of a fire.   

We began registration for the 2012-2013 school year on January 30th for our current families.  
Registration opens for previous families and Christ the King members (including grandparents 

who would like to register their grandchildren) on February 6th.  Registration opens to the public 
on February 13th.  We are always looking for new families to join our preschool family.  If you 
have a child or grandchild that you would like to register for next year, please call me at the 

preschool office to arrange a tour for both yourself and your child/grandchild.   I would love to 

discuss our programs and show off our awesome preschool! 

Please continue to pray for our MMO teacher, Claudia Spradlin.  I know that the continued 

prayers and support the congregation has given her have helped her feel a lot better.  

Thank you for all of your continued prayers, support for our preschool, and all the students. It 

really means a lot to all of us.  

 

Katie Mackoway 

Director, Christ the King Lutheran Preschool/MMO  
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Dayton Conference Gathering 
Feb 2, 2012 – 10:00 am – 12:30 pm  

Christ The King, Centerville                                       

Christ Be Our Light…come rekindle the Light as we gather together for this year’s 

first quarterly worship gathering of 2012. All rostered leaders, their council members 
and officers are encouraged to attend.   

Worship   10:00 am Presentation of Our Lord-

Candlemas with Holy Communion—Bishop 

Callon W. Holloway,  Presiding  

Learning  11:00 am Anxiety in a Quick Fix         
Society—Rev. Dr. Emlyn A. Ott, Director of 

Healthy Congregations, TLS  

Fellowship    12:30 pm Luncheon  

 

Please RSVP   

ctk.office@sbcglobal.net 

or 937.885.5785 

 

www.ctkcenterville.com 
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Lenten Midweek Series - 2012 

Living in Abundance:  

What is Enough? 

 

 

ASH Wednesday Service – Feb 22 7:00 pm 

Prepare your hearts and minds and join our community as we journey together through these 

40 days of Lent. We confess before God those areas of our lives that need to be forgiven,     

repaired and healed.    

 

Lenten Midweek Lineup   

Join us every Wednesday evening for a hot meal with family and friends and afterwards join 

the conversation about faith and life. Our CTK Lenten midweek series is a place for you to 

grow in faith…       

Meal 6:30 pm/Worship 7:00 pm 

 

 Lent 1 Feb 29  How Much is Enough?  Part 1    

Lent 2 Mar 07 How Much is Enough?  Part 2 

 Lent 3 Mar 14    Giving Until It Hurts Feels Good 

 Lent 4 Mar 21    Love + Gratitude = Generosity   

Lent 5 Mar 28 Healing Service 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

9 am Tops 

7 pm Seekers 

2 Groundhog Day 

10 am Dayton 

Conference 

Gathering 

7 pm Choir 

7:30 pm AA 

3 

Noon AA 

4 

8:30 am Men’s 

Bible Study 

5 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am SS 

10:45 am     

Worship 

Annual         

Congregational 

Meeting 

6 

12:30 pm One 

Heart 

2 pm Joy Grp. 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Christian 

Ed 

7 

7 pm            

Stewardship 

7:30 pm AA 

8 

9 am Tops 

9 

7 pm Choir 

7:30 pm AA 

10 

Noon AA 

11 

10 am Blankies 

For Kids 

12 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am SS 

10:45 am     

Worship 

4 pm Spirit Grp. 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

13 

1 pm WELCA 

4 pm CTK    

Preschool Board 

Mtg. 

7 pm Property 

14 Valentine’s Day 

7 pm Pathways 

of Hope        

7:30 pm AA 

15 

9 am Tops 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

7 pm Seekers 

16 

9 am Men’s  

Fellowship 

7 pm Choir 

7:30 pm AA 

17 

Preschool 

Closed 

Noon AA 

Krier Deadline 

18 

19 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am SS 

10:45 am     

Worship 

20 President’s Day 

Preschool 

Closed 

12:30 pm One 

Heart 

2 pm Joy Grp. 

7 pm Church 

Council 

21 

7:30 pm AA 

22 Lent Begins 

9 am Tops 

7 pm Ash 

Wednesday  

Service 

23 

7 pm Choir 

7:30 pm AA 

24 Flag Day 

Noon AA 

25 

26 

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am SS 

10:45 am     

Worship 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

27 

7 pm Worship & 

Music 

28 

7 pm Pathways 

of Hope        

7:30 pm AA 

29 

9 am Tops 

6:30 pm Lenten 

Soup Supper 

7 pm Lenten 

Midweek Service 
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ASSISTING in WORSHIP for February 

 Feb. 5 Feb. 12 Feb. 19 Feb. 26 Feb. 22 
Ash Wed. 

8:30 Lector Judy Holliday Ann Palmer Judy Pabst Stephanie 
Fulton 

7:00 pm 

8:30 Assistant Sharon Slyh Lynn Spatz Sharon Slyh Lynn Spatz  

      

10:45 Lector Tim Lewis RoseAnn Venis Ruth Olson Geoff 
Lewis 

Kay    
Deubner 

10:45 Assistant Lynn Spatz John Venis Bob Olson Rob 
Tomlinson 

Lynn Spatz 

     7:00 pm 

Acolyte Andy Lewis Ben York Brad Lewis Andy 
Lewis 

Ben York 

Altar Guild      

Communion  
Presenters 

Bob & Ruth 
Olson 

John &         
RoseAnn Venis 

Phil & Mary 
Jane Nielsen 

Don & 
Judy Pabst 

 

Greeters Doral &     
Nadine Drew 

Scott & Margo     
Weatherspoon 

Connie      
Aubry 

Dunn  or       
Parson 

 

Marquee 
Changer 

     

8:30 Ushers Dale Evans Chuck Hull Don Pabst Dale Evans  

10:45 Ushers John Venis Rob 
Tomlinson 

Doral Drew John Venis John Venis 

Counters      

Doral Drew 

Margo Weatherspoon & Linda Hooghe 

Brad Manning & John Venis 



Linda & Jim Hoodge 

Alyssa Ploof 

Claudia Spradlin 

Orv McLean 

William Olson 

Michael Newton 

Kelsey Erickson 

 

Prayer Concerns  
Remembering those in need of healing, strength, comfort or care 
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February Lectionary 

Feb. 5—Isa. 40:21-31, Ps. 147:1-11, 20, 1Cor. 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39 

Feb. 12—2 Kings 5:1-14, Ps. 30, 1 Cor. 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45 

Feb. 19—2 Kings 2:1-12, Ps. 50:1-6, 2 Cor. 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9 

Feb. 22—Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or Isa. 58:1-12, Ps. 51:1-17, 2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10, Matt. 6:1-6, 16-
21 

Feb. 26—Gen. 9:8-17, Ps. 25:1-10, 1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 

+ Christian Symbols + 
This number appears many times in Scripture, often indicating a time of trial or 

testing, or simply marking something significant. It rained 40 days and nights 
during the Great Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. Jesus 

fasted for 40 days and was with the disciples for 40 days between his            
resurrection and ascension. Taking this symbolic number to heart, the Christian church has long 
observed 40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays). 



February 

10—Max Fulton 

        Glenda Swartz 

14—Andy Lewis 

20—Bob Olson 

21—Andrea Focke 

 

26—Kay Sager 

27—Dale Zehring 

 

Celebrations! 

We wish a very Happy Birthday to: 

God’s Blessing on February’s Wedding 

Anniversaries: 

 * Italics indicates celebrating more than 30 years 
 

2/18 Chuck & MaryAnn Hull 
2/22 Mike & Pastor Dona Johnson 

2/27 Bob & Ruth Olson 

 

Christ the King Celebrations 
Page 11 King’s Krier 
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WELCA 

S aturday, February 4th Men’s Bible Study– Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 8:30 

am. The topic is “Mercy.” All men are welcome. 

Invite a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or another church member to join you. 

Mike Johnson 

W 
omen of the ELCA meets on the 2nd Monday of each month. Our next meeting 

is Monday, January 9, 1:00 PM in conference room. The study is, DAVID   

Seeking a Heart Like His, by Beth Moore. All women are welcome. 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

BLANKIES for KIDS in NEED 

T hursday Men Meet February 16 at 9:00, Then Tour 

The monthly meeting will be February 16 at 9:00 for fellowship, coffee and donuts,  
followed by a tour of the Carillon Park Dayton Heritage Center of Manufacturing and             
Entrepreneurship.  This recently opened building has very impressive exhibits from NCR, GM, 

Frigidaire, and a multi-media 20 minute film.  There is an admittance fee, but there are        

discounts. Bring your AAA card.  Call Don Pabst, 859-3770. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

B 
lankies for Kids in Need meets on February 11th at the Venis’s home, 5698 Oak   

Valley Road from 10am to 4pm. Lunch is provided. Just an hour free-wonderful. Lots 

can be done in an hour. People outside the congregation that you know who like to 

work with their hands are welcome to come. Please let RoseAnn know if you’ll be 

there and if you are bringing a guest or two.  

Around Christ the King 



NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

We would like to thank Ann Palmer, her friend Betty, Dolores     

Chandler, Greg Darling and MaryAnn Hull for all their help in serving 

at The Castle on Jan. 17. A great time was had by all. Also, thank you 

to Sharon Slyh, Margo Weatherspoon, Dolores Chandler and Ann 

Palmer for making those yummy brownies. The next Castle luncheon is March 20th.  

THANK YOU 
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AN UPDATE FROM YOUR MEMORIAL MINISTRY 

“The new adult Sunday school study begins on February 19th —

March 25th, at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. This study is lead by 
Pastor Dona. 

 
“This book is about breaking the curse. It’s about untying the knots 
that keep us from living exciting lives in the Spirit. It’s about      

unbinding the Good News that God adores us and everyone else 
that God has shown this to us through Jesus Christ. This is a book 

that is unabashedly about evangelism: faith sharing.” 
 
Please sign the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board so we know how 

many books to buy. Please plan to join us at 9:30 am in the       
Fellowship Hall on February 19th. 

GOD’S STORY, YOUR STORY, MY STORY 

Consistent with the strategic plan our ministry will support the Worship and 

Music and Property ministry in planning for CTK’S alternative service and its 
need for audio visual support. 

We are happy to move forward consistent with CTK’S vision and mission. 
 
Sue Cox, Chair 

God’s Story, Your Story, My Story, starting Wednesday, Feb 8th. Pastor is leading a discipleship 

class exploring the four Gospels, Matthew through John. We will spend some time reading the 

gospel as written (without commentary) and then we will spend some time sharing how God is 

speaking to us through the readings as it applies to real life situations -- in our daily lives. 

This will be a small group limited to 8 people. 

How often and when the group will meet will be determined at the first meeting on Wednesday, 

February 15. The meeting time is from 6-7pm at the church. 



Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.  

Give up worry — trust God to provide.  
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  

Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  
Give up hatred — return good for evil.  

Give up anger — be more patient.  
Give up pettiness — become mature.  

Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  

Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  
Give up sin — turn to virtue.  

Give up giving up — persevere.  
—Author unknown 
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REFOCUS ON LENT 
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African-American History Month  

Boy Scout Sunday, February 5 

Valentine’s Day, February 14 

Transfiguration of Our Lord, February 19 

Presidents Day, February 20 

Ash Wednesday, February 22 

First Sunday in Lent, February 26 

Mid-Week Soup Supper & Service, February 29 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Dona Johnson        Pastor Email:  ctk.donajohnson@sbcglobal.net 

Worship Leader: Jim Barton   Music Email:  ctk.music@sbcglobal.net    

Choir Director: Stefanie Dodge                Choir Email:   ctk.music@sbcglobal.net    

Administrative Assistant: Tracie Keller        Office Email:  ctk.sect@sbcglobal.net                        

Office phone: (937) 885-5785                            Office Hours:  Mon. - Fri. 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Preschool Director: Katie Mackoway   Preschool Email:  ctk.preschool@sbcglobal.net 

Preschool phone: (937) 619-0393  Nursery:  volunteers  

Church Website: www.ctkcenterville.com    The Castle Website: www.friendsofthecastle.com 

            

CTK Staff 
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“Serving Jesus and Transforming Lives through Faith.” 



50 Nutt Road 

Centerville, Ohio 45458 

Chr is t  t he  King  Lutheran  Church  

We are on the Web! 

www.ctkcenterville.com 

“Serving Jesus and Transforming Lives 

through Faith.” 

“Serving Jesus and Transforming Lives through Faith.” 


